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Special meeting of Council
Removal of Freedom of the City

Date: Monday 27 November 2017

Time: 5.00 pm

Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall

For any further information please contact: 
Jennifer Thompson, Committee and Members Services 
Officer
Telephone: 01865 252275
Email: democraticservices@oxford.gov.uk

If you intend to record the meeting, it would be helpful if you speak to the 
Committee Services Officer before the start of the meeting.

This meeting will also be available via a webcast. This means that people may 
choose to watch all or part of the meeting over the internet rather than attend in 
person. The webcast will be available to view on the City Council's website after 
the meeting.
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The quorum for this meeting is 12 members

Copies of this agenda
Reference copies are available to consult in the Town Hall Reception. Agendas are published 
6 working days before the meeting and the draft minutes a few days after.
All agendas, reports and minutes are available online and can be:
- viewed on our website – mycouncil.oxford.gov.uk
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- viewed using the computers in the Customer Services, St Aldate’s, or
- subscribed to electronically by registering online at mycouncil.oxford.gov.uk

https://www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20169/council_meetings
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Summons
A meeting of the City Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, on 

Monday 27 November 2017 at 5.00 pm to transact the business set out below.

Proper Officer

AGENDA

Pages

PART 1 - PUBLIC BUSINESS

1  Apologies for absence

2  Declarations of interest

3  Removal of Freedom of the City from Aung San Suu Kyi 7 - 10

The Head of Law and Governance has submitted a report asking Council to 
consider formally enacting the cross party motion agreed on 2 October 2017 
to remove Freedom of the City from Aung San Suu Kyi.

Councillor Clarkson, the mover of the motion to Council, will move the 
recommendation.

Recommendation: 
That Council consider the motion adopted at their meeting on 2 October 2017 
which recommended the removal of the Freedom of the City of Oxford from 
Aung San Suu Kyi, and formally implement that recommendation.

4  Matters exempt from publication and exclusion of the 
public

If Council wishes to exclude the press and the public from the meeting during 
consideration of any aspects of the preceding agenda items it will be 
necessary for Council to pass a resolution in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 specifying the grounds 
on which their presence could involve the likely disclosure of exempt 



information as described in specific paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of 
the Act if and so long as, in all the circumstances of the case, the public 
interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in 
disclosing the information.
(The Access to Information Procedure Rules – Section 15 of the Council’s 
Constitution – sets out the conditions under which the public can be excluded 
from meetings of the Council)

UPDATES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO 
SUPPLEMENT THIS AGENDA ARE PUBLISHED IN THE 
COUNCIL BRIEFING NOTE.

Additional information, councillors’ questions, public addresses and 
amendments to motions are published in a supplementary briefing note. The 
agenda and briefing note should be read together. 

The Briefing Note is published as a supplement to the agenda. It is available 
on the Friday before the meeting and can be accessed along with the agenda 
on the council’s website. 



Councillors declaring interests 
General duty
You must declare any disclosable pecuniary interests when the meeting reaches the item 
on the agenda headed “Declarations of Interest” or as soon as it becomes apparent to you.
What is a disclosable pecuniary interest?
Disclosable pecuniary interests relate to your* employment; sponsorship (ie payment for 
expenses incurred by you in carrying out your duties as a councillor or towards your 
election expenses); contracts; land in the Council’s area; licenses for land in the Council’s 
area; corporate tenancies; and securities.  These declarations must be recorded in each 
councillor’s Register of Interests which is publicly available on the Council’s website.
Declaring an interest
Where any matter disclosed in your Register of Interests is being considered at a meeting, 
you must declare that you have an interest.  You should also disclose the nature as well as 
the existence of the interest.
If you have a disclosable pecuniary interest, after having declared it at the meeting you 
must not participate in discussion or voting on the item and must withdraw from the meeting 
whilst the matter is discussed.
Members’ Code of Conduct and public perception
Even if you do not have a disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter, the Members’ Code of 
Conduct says that a member “must serve only the public interest and must never 
improperly confer an advantage or disadvantage on any person including yourself” and that 
“you must not place yourself in situations where your honesty and integrity may be 
questioned”.  What this means is that the matter of interests must be viewed within the 
context of the Code as a whole and regard should continue to be paid to the perception of 
the public.

*Disclosable pecuniary interests that must be declared are not only those of the member her or himself but 
also those member’s spouse, civil partner or person they are living with as husband or wife or as if they were 
civil partners.
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To: Council
Date: 27 November 2017
Report of: Head of Law and Governance
Title of Report: Proposal for Oxford City Council to consider 

removing the honorary award of Freedom of the City 
from Aung San Suu Kyi 

Summary and recommendations
Purpose of report:  For Council to consider formally enacting the cross party 

motion agreed on 2 October 2017 to remove Freedom of 
the City from Aung San Suu Kyi  

Key decision: No
Executive Board 
Member:

N/A

Recommendation: 
That Council consider the motion adopted at their meeting on 2 October 2017 
which recommended the removal of the Freedom of the City of Oxford from Aung 
San Suu Kyi, and formally implement that recommendation.

Introduction and background 
1. At the meeting of Council on 2 October 2017 a cross-party motion was agreed 

unanimously. This stated:

This Council believes the residents of Oxford are deeply concerned about the 
dreadful attacks on the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar (Burma) and the flight of 
refugees into Bangladesh. The City Council has written to Aung San Suu Kyi, the 
State Counsellor of Myanmar, to ask her to speak out and to do whatever she can 
to stop the ethnic cleansing in her country.   

It was right to give the Freedom of the City to Aung San Suu Kyi in 1997 in 
recognition of her long struggle for democracy and her personal links to Oxford. 
However, in the absence of a helpful response from her and with deep regret, 
Council believes it is no longer appropriate for Aung San Suu Kyi to hold the 
Freedom of the City. 

Oxford City Council resolves to remove the Freedom of the City of Oxford 
from Aung San Suu Kyi.
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2. The adoption of this motion does not itself remove the Freedom of the City. 
Accordingly a special meeting of Council to formally decide whether to remove the 
honour has been convened.

Freedom of the City
3. The Local Government Act 1972 Section 249 (5) (as amended by the Local 

Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009) enabled the 
councils of cities to confer the status of honorary freeman on "(a) persons of 
distinction and (b) persons who have, in the opinion of the council, rendered 
eminent services to the local area”.

4. The Freedom of the City does not confer rights other than to attend formal Council 
meetings.

5. A special meeting of the Council can grant the Freedom of the City by passing a 
resolution: 
(a) at a meeting of the relevant authority which is specially convened for the 
purpose and where notice of the objective of the meeting has been given; and
(b) by not less than two-thirds of the members of the relevant authority who vote on 
it.

6. Aung San Suu Kyi was awarded the Freedom of the City at a ceremony on 15 
December 1997 in recognition of her work as a pro-democracy campaigner and 
leader of the opposition National League for Democracy party (NLD) in Burma. She 
collected this in person on 20 June 2012. 

Removal of the Freedom of the City
7. The process to be followed for the formal removal of the honour is the reverse of its 

awarding: that at a specially convened meeting if there is a two-thirds majority of 
those voting in favour of removal of the award, then the award is thereby removed.

8. Council is asked to consider the recommendation and the motion and to decide 
whether to remove the Freedom of the City.  To pass this resolution no less than 
two thirds of councillors voting have to vote in favour.

9. Should there not be the required a two-thirds voting in favour, then the honour will 
not be removed.

Financial implications
10. There are no financial implications.

Legal issues
11. Conferral of the Freedom of the City is a power that can be exercised by the City 

Council. The legislation is silent on the process for the removal, but an honour 
which can be conferred can subsequently be withdrawn if the conditions which 
merited the conferral are no longer met. 
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12. It is therefore considered that the most suitable way of removing the Freedom of 
the City is to reverse the legal process for making the award. There is no right of 
appeal against this decision.

13. There are no further legal implications.

Report author Andrew Brown.

Job title Committee and Members Services Manager
Service area or department Law and Governance
Telephone 01865 252230 
e-mail ABROWN2@oxford.gov.uk
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